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RENOWNED PRESIDENTIAL HISTORIAN SPEAKS AT UM OCT. 21 
MISSOULA -
A Butte native and University of Montana alumna who is a national expert on President 
Richard Nixon will deliver the second installment of the 1999-2000 President’s Lecture Series 
Thursday, Oct. 21.
Joan Hoff, history professor and director of the Contemporary History Institute at Ohio 
University, will discuss “History as Storytelling” at 8 p.m. in the University Theatre. The 
lecture, presented in conjunction with the Montana Education Association, is free and open to 
the public.
Although an expert on American presidents, H offs diverse research and writing 
interests include women’s history and foreign policy.
At UM Hoff will talk about her forthcoming book, “The Tipperary Witchcraft Case,” 
which deals with the 1895 murder of a young Irish peasant woman by her family because they 
thought she was possessed by the fairies. The talk will focus on how historians tell their 
stories.
As former chief executive officer and president of the Center for the Study of the 
Presidency in New York City, Hoff is considered an expert on American presidents, 




Also a leading authority on the history of women, Hoff’s other book credits include 
“Law, Gender and Injustice: A Legal History of U.S. Women.” She is cofounder of the 
Journal of Women’s History, which was first published in May 1989, and was its co-editor 
until 1996. The journal publishes information about women’s public and private roles in 
diverse national, ethnic, racial, religious and cultural settings.
A prolific author, Hoff has edited or co-edited books on Eleanor Roosevelt, the Equal 
Rights Amendment and pornography in the United States. Besides the “Tipperary Witchcraft 
Case,” Hoff is writing another book that is a review of U.S. foreign policy in this century.
Hoff has taught courses in women’s studies and 20th century foreign policy and 
politics. She continues to research the infamous tapes from Nixon’s presidency, particularly 
regarding the Prisoners of War issue from his administration.
“Professor Hoff is an outstanding historian,” said Richard Drake, UM history 
professor and lecture series organizer. “She’s at the peak of the profession.”
Sought after by national news media, Hoff has been a popular commentator for 
National Public Radio, CBS Morning News and Fox Cable News, and is frequently 
interviewed by national news magazines.
Hoff earned bachelor’s degrees in European history and journalism from UM in 1957. 
She later received a master’s degree in Slavic history from Cornell University and a doctorate 
in American history from the University of California, Berkeley. As a history graduate 
student, Hoff was a Woodrow Wilson, Fulbright and Guggenheim fellow.
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